
PRESS RELEASE   
Irish Rebel to Liverpool Pioneer - Book launch

‘Beyond the Sea’ the life and times of Murtagh Ahern and the log of the convict ship ‘Atlas’
will be launched on November 27 as part of Liverpool City Council’s on-going support of
the City’s and Australia’s historical heritage. 
In two volumes the 1,300 pages gives a sweep of Irish history from Murtagh’s ancestor

Brian Boru, the High King of Ireland, the dark days of Oliver Cromwell, the horrors and
privations of the 1798 Irish rebellion to the discovery and founding of Australia. It details
the struggles of succeeding Governors including Lachlan Macquarie who established and
planned the city of Liverpool. 

It was on the morning of November 29, 1801, that a heavy wooden wagon, lumbered
through the streets of Cork. Absorbing the bumps in the springless cart was a young sworn
United Irishman named Murtagh Ahern and his two brothers John and Michael. They had
been sentenced to suffer death for rebellious outrages and the brutal murders of the male
members of a Tithe-Proctor’s family at Croom in County Limerick.
Their sentences commuted to life ‘beyond the seas’, would see them chained below the

deck of the ‘Death Ship’ Atlas and spend 220 agonising days amongst sick, hungry and
disease ridden inmates. It would be the worst voyage in the history of Irish convict trans-
portation to the infant colony.
Sixty-five convicts, including his brother John, would join the sufferers on their voyage

to the deep.
At  2 o’clock on Tuesday, July 6, 1802 Murtagh arrived in Port Jackson with his brother

Michael. They suffered, but survived, the most turbulent times in the history of Australia.
He received a pardon from Governor Lachlan Macquarie while in Van Diemen’s Land and
his marriage to English convict Mary Abbey produced seventeen children, with the family
becoming one of the pioneer families of Liverpool. He became a constable, a hotelier and
a prominent farmer on the Georges River.
This is the story of an ordinary Irishman who arrived in Sydney, his neck and ankles
locked in heavy irons and chains, with only a tattered shirt and trousers to protect him
from the extreme elements. Penniless, sick, hungry and treated as a beast of burden, he
was classed as an inferior being, one on the scrap heap of humanity. Murtagh had been
and continued to be confronted by some of the most extraordinary times in our history,
yet he showed immense courage and compassion and overcame his predicament to cre-
ate a large family of many proud ‘native Australians’.
The two volumes and log, the result of ten years research, will be launched at a presen-
tation by descendant and author Brian Ahearn. A very fitting reward for the wonderful work
that Liverpool City Council has done in restoring the headstones in Liverpool Pioneers’
Memorial Park and the years of assistance provided through the library. The launch will
include a unique display of documents and convict Australiana never before seen in Aus-
tralia. 

Date:Wednesday 27th November 2013
Time: Light Refreshments at 4.00pm followed by
Presentation: 5pm
Venue: Gold Room, Liverpool City Library 170 George Street Liverpool NSW 2170
Attendance can be confirmed by calling Liverpool City Library on 98219422 by Friday 22
November 2013. 
For any further information please contact Julie Senior j.senior@liverpool.nsw.gov.au

Author Brian Ahearn can be contacted at: beyondsea@bigpond.com



Murtagh and Michael Ahern on the deck of the Atlas on July 6, 1802.
The Governor of New South Wales Philip Gidley King inspects the dead and dying convicts
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